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ICJM criteria for authorship

1. Substantial contributions to the conception 
or design of the work, or the acquisition, 
analysis or interpretation of data for the 
work; AND

2. Drafting the text or reviewing it critically 
for important intellectual content; AND

3. Final approval of the version to be 
published; AND

4. Agreeing to be accountable for all aspects 
of the work by ensuring that questions 
related to the accuracy or integrity of any 
part of the work are appropriately 
investigated and resolved.





Look out not to steal the student’s work

The advantage of the proposed contract is that 
it allows a paper to be written after the 
students have moved on with their life

However, it is important first to find out 
whether this is what the students really want

They should be given at least two other 
options:

1. Be in charge of writing the paper

2. End the collaboration with the supervisor

Make sure that this is done after the exam and 
that the students know it is their choice



The plan

1. A specific example of an 
authorship contract 

2. A proposed general framework 
and its strengths and limitations

3. Authorship pathologies – to 
what extent can contracts 
prevent them?

4. Conclusions

11











Strengths of the proposed idea for an Authorship Agreement

It ensures that there is a clear and 
documented process where
expectations are aligned

It allows a group of co-authors to 
move forward with a publication –
even if a potential co-author stops 
responding

It is highly flexible and can be
adopted in light of new 
developments of a collaboration/ 
project



Weaknesses of the proposed idea for an Authorship Agreement

Too little protection of the weak
part – typically the junior 
researcher

Too much discretion / power to the 
seniors

Lack of recognition of specific
legal rights, e.g. in connection with 
parental leave

Lack of mechanism of conflict
resolution
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Authorship pathologies

1. ”Guest authorship”

2. Potential author excluded/ignored

3. Lack of response from co-author

4. Procrastination from co-author

5. Corresponding author fails to involve
co-authors before submission

6. Disagreement about order of authors
or about who should be corresponding

7. Disagreement about content of 
publication

8. …

Well-designed contracts may go some
way to prevent all of these
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Conclusions

1. Authorship contracts may 
facilitate the publication of 
student work, but mind the 
power balance

2. Current suggested framework 
may serve as a starting point, but 
more safeguards of the weak 
parties are required

3. Many authorship pathologies 
could be prevented by timely use 
of authorship contracts
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